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Thers was an Instant of dead sl |
lence, nnd then to my surprise my.
left-hand nelghbor, Agatha Third, ross
to her feet, and, with quivering lips,
started to say something. But she had
hardly time to rise hefore the other
five girls SPggne to thelr foet, and
raleing thelr glasses, Agatha Third
with the rest, they ecrled with ane
volce: “To the Honorable Agatha'"
and although it seemed to ma that
Agatha Third had very nenrly let the
eat out of the bag by rising, as If to
acknowledge the conrtosy, vet hy 1he
promptness of the other glrls the day
was partially retrleved, and Vincent
and I were stlll somewhat at a loss
as to the {dentity of our falr and
wenlthy hostess,

I asked Vincent afterward what he |
made of Apatha Third's hehavior,

“It looked to me” said that young
peregon, “as Il those glrls had them.
salves so much In command that they
would never betray the secret they're
guarding, no matter what you dig.*

“But didn't you see Apatha Third
get up before the others did?" 1 anld,
excitedly, “She gave herselfl away, 1
tell you, Wilfred, she'a the real hon-
orable, without a doubt, There can he
no two ways about iH!"

“How keen you are!" he sald: "and
T tell you what it Is, Arch'hald"—Vin
cent nlways culls me “Ach’bald” with
the “i" left out and the emphasis on
“bald” when he's particularly affec
tlonate or sleepy: he was the latter
Just now—"I'm Jjust as keen abeut
marrying this helress as you are; the
only difference {8 that I inslst upon be
fng in love with her Into the bargah,
and you don't. For I'm hard up, fear

fully hard up, you know, and the gov
ernor's 50 awfully good, 1 hate w aak
him for another's month's allowases
Just now. I'm ‘way behind as it s,
and ! owa Jack Gordon for that prise
polo pony of his. 1 offered him £108
for her the day of the Hurlingham
games and he sold her to me on the
spot.  Jack's as hard up a8 1 ame—
poor fellow, And then, you know, It's
all perfectly feir, If we only had the
time, that's all. It's protty quick work
to expect a man to find out the helress,
learn to love her and teach her to love
him, all in glx weeks, and propose oo
the last day of—"

“But that's just It.*" 1 Interrapted,
“you're mot expected to find out the
helress flrst. That's just what old
Flatcher Boyd wanted to preveut
when he made the will"

“Nevertheless, you yourself mean
to find out fArst, don't you, Arch?" was
Vincent's facetious response

I was disgusted and maoade no an-
swer,

“Of course,"” he went on, "I wouldn't
propose to any glrl I didn't love, but
I'd Wike the chance to learn to love
this partienlar lady, the Honorable
Agathu. 1 feel thet thore would he ne

L OubIE abedl her Wafilng 46 love me™

“Incent hns few really serfous faults
but I don’t attempt to deny that ke s
concelted,

The trouble !s," he sadd, “they're
oll so attractive 1 could love ome as
woll na another. | wish, though, |
could just naturally fall in love with
ane of them, and I'd propose to her on
the Inst day and take my echances
Who knows? I'm sometimes Jucky. !
might win the prizo!®

"Ho you milzht,” 1 sald, “but as It Is,
wo huven't even discovercd the helr
PRE AR yoi—""

“And 1 ean’t fall in Jove with any
of ‘em.” finighed Vincont, "'b!lrnum?l
I'm madly in love with the whole six,
and there you are!™ and he shook his
head hopelessly. “Come, let's to M'
lie added,

“Not Just yet, Freddy” I satd. |
never enll hivg thot, se I have before |
ntated, Bot his halr was all rump!oan
up and his face flushed and 1 felt
wirm toward him hecanse he was so
dense,  “Earely with & rival as wnob-
serving as Pe ‘2" 1 thoueht, “1 am ROt |
heavity bandieapped.” for 1 had rasde
up my miad thnt Agntha Third was In:
deed the venl und only Agaths. That
Involuntary vising of hers was proof
positive.

“I gy, Vineont," I eallnd after him, |
“was that a manster stroke of yowrs,
elving tongt that way? DId you
Intend to try to surprise one of them
inta helrayving hereelf ¥

Vineent faughed sleepfly,

"Oood old Areh'bald.” he drawled,
“youre always looking for master
atrokes. but ‘pon my honor 1 mever
thought of such a thing” And I might
linve known that he wouldn’t

Left to mysell, 1 was thinking out
my plan of esmpaign  as  regarded !
Agatha Third when a slight nolse In
the ba'c of the ronom attracted my
attent.on. | iockod up, startled, ftor it
was lae, and the large, dimly lighted
diawleg room was rather am eerte
place, and saw over tho back of my
chals the alignt form of the sccretary
approacling  Her halr was as neat
s 15 e d her dress was the same
mmple grav gown she wore whea 1
hud s~en ber flrst.

“t bege your pardon, Mr. Tarhupe,”
she sald, tumidly, yet without hesita-
tion. "“am rorry to dlaturh youw, but
would you have the gorddness to glve
me o 1ittle of vour time?"

“Cerlainly," I repiied, ristag,
“though thoe hour {8 late. Wom't you |
he seated? and I found her s chair.
The secreiary louned back sgaimst It
and folded her hands.

“1 shall be quick,” she sald; “but I,
want to ask you something” She
spoke in n low vales, but with perfect
composure, though she never lifted her .
Y oS I canght myselfl wondering

]
|

the

whether ehe cast them down habiteal-
1%, wo that peaple might observe the
lenzth of her bluck eyelashes.
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*"Yea?™ 1 snla, to encournge ner,

| viver whiah a fudden turn of (he Stream

O eoursc, you know Lord Vincent i hrought two others of odr hotise party
very well, don't you?" As she asked y Into view. On the opposite bunk was
me this direct I'Ill;:.‘nlun she looked me | Vincent in high boots, knackerbockers,

full In the face, and as my eyes met
hers 1 mantnily thunked her for her
merey In not often permitting man to
gaza into them

“Yen" 1 sald, recovering myself, "l
kwow him very well.”

“And he tells you
haT

"Momt thinga,” 1 replled, wondering
at what she was driving

“Thea conld you tell me, plense, (f
~4f he accepted Miss Agatha—the
one with the hazel eves that you call
Agnthe Fifth—when she told him she
loved himn?"

| was never maore astonnded In my
Iife. HHow did she know that Agatha
Fifth had told Vineent ghe loved him,
and how did It eancern her? Porhaps
however, was acling under Mrs
Armisresd's arders, but If 8o she ought
to have sild so

things, doemsn’t

whe

"That's a question of & very personal
nature,” I sald, and oyed her search
Ingly: “but 1 don't think Lord Vioncent
would mind, as long as you know sn
much about It, If I tell you that he
refuded the young lady who was indls-
creet cnough to ask him to murry
Ler"

The secratary gave a sudden starl,
and then, by what seemed to be con
slderahle eMort, reguinecd of
horself,

"He refuged her” | continued—for
the ghil and her questions and her
genuine feeling luterestod me—*al
though she told him she wus the real
Honorable Agathn.” 1 was so proud
of Vincent for that that 1T was glad
to be able to tell someone whont It

“She <ald that--and he vefuged hort™
rapeated the girl In an awed toune.
“How could he do It, how could he?

“Then It was trun? She Is really
the daughter of Fletcher Royd? |
crird vagerly. Al last I Lad stumbiod

control

upoa the truth, for | koew the scere-
tary was in the secret

But sho only smiled at me, "“You
are a goud wan,” she sald, “a good
mun,"

The room

wiag Rrowing chilly and

.! the fire was getting low, and ns she

ipoke she slipped down from the high
chdlr and scated herself on a litte
Etool at my feet, stretching out her
sllm hands townrd the blaze, "1 thank
you," shae sald, simply, and gazed Into
the fire a moment, while | gazed at her
slender young figure, her pink #and
white skin, stralght, lttle noss, and
wide, red mouth with its Du Maurler
chim—and all fo & moment 1 felt wmy-
self plitying the poor lttle girl. Vin-
ceat was such an atirnctive young
seamp, he might be playing fast and
loose with her affections without in.

tending 1t or realizing that he was
dolng sc, Involuntarlly 1 legned to-
wird her,

“My dear young lady,” I eald, and
as I spoke ¥ caught myself thinking
her really good looking. “If she only

| did her halr decently,” 1 thought, “1'd

enll her a beauty, i really beleve I
should." “My dear yvoung lady,” I
sald, “tell me In eonfidence pnd per
hape 1 can help you. Do you—er—are
you—er—er—interested In Lord Wik
fred? If, so, allow me, | conjure you, nay,
1 beg of you, to put all thought of him
out of your head. He doesn't mean it,

but he Is a graceless young Hirt. He
doesn't mean a word he says. Let
me wain you—be advigod—""

I stopped short. In the midst of

my well-meant flow of words, | stopped
short, for, could I belleve my oves,
the secretary was laughing at me.

“My dear old moan,” she sald—ahe
did, setunlly—*my dear old man, your
warnlngs are supertuons, for [ am a
married woman,” aod, still Isughing,
she left the room.

CHAPTER V.

Alone, I sat for a moment speech-
loas with astonishment, as the secre-
tary left the room, and, as [ took my
way slowly and thoaghtfully upstalrs,
I resolved that this wus another thing
that I wounld not tell Vincent; he
would be far more Hkely to ridicule
me than te thank me for my effort In
hisx behalf.

Somo time after this, on a perfect
day, Agatha Third and I—I had spent
almost every hour since the dinner In
her company, | may remark—had
planaed a little excuraion which would
koep us outdoors all day. We were
golng on a plenic up the little river.
Have you ever trisd a plenioc for two?
Given the right eompanion and a day,
lke that, I'd warrant it to cure any
uttack of tho blues. Agatha Third had
sssured me that the prettiest spot for
our luncheon wag & little fsland in the

white shirt with sleeves rolled up, and
a  farmer's broad-hrimmed hat of
gtraw. He was busy over a broken
fishing rod which he was trylng to
mend. In the eenter of the sgtream,
where the current ran swift and dan-
marously deep, a girl stood on & large
hawlder, fishing, Other bowlders at In-
tervals between the one she was stand-
ing on and the shore where Vincent
was Indleated the moane by whivh she
had attalned her precarlous position.
I recognized the girl a8 Agithia See.
ond, and amiled pityingly as 1 thought
of poor Vincent, Invariably wasting his
time with the wrong Agatha,
“"Hullo!™ they erled, cheorfully, and
we waved our hands and asked them
what luek thev'd had. Thia isn't al
wiays o sufe question to ask a fleher
min, but 1 notlee that people who are
not fishing themselves invarinbly find

prent satigfaction In asking i, Vin-*
cent sald he badn't eaught any fish
and asked if 'd landed mine yet, Just
like his lmpdence!  He'd soy any

thing If he thought It was funny, no
mutter how It might annoy other peo
[1]8.

Just ns 1 was thinking of some re-
tort polite enough to utter aloud,
Agatha Second’s rod began to bend
and jerk, and Immediately there was
g0 much netion golng on that In my ex-
citement 1 forgot what I was about to
sy, 1 am a fisherman of some skill
myself. Well, the pole began to bend
and the Agatha on the rock began to
seream, and Vinecent shouted diree-
tions from the bank—"Easy there,
easy,” he entreated her; “pive him
more line, Aggle, more line,”

"1 ean't!” ghe sereamed at the top
of her voice; “something’s caught, and
he pulls s0."

“The reel!™ | shouted, jumping up
and down. “The reel! Press the knob
nnd let her go!™

I knew In a moment the sort she
had. It was just like mine, a patent

one with a epring reel—nmine often
stuck that way All this time the
fish was leaping about, sometimes

Jumping out of the watar so that we
could see him, and he was a big fel
low,

“Lel me alone; 1 can do it mysalf.”
erted the girl, as Vincent started to
help her, but even as she spoke her

trim little foot slipped on the wet
stone, and, losing her balance com-
pletely, she fell backward into the

deap water, while the rod disappeared
upstream,

In & moment Vincent was running st
top speed along the bank tll he came
%0 a littie point of land near which the
drowning girl must pmss. As she ap
proached he leaped Into the water,
and, striking diagonally  upstream,
selged her by her clothing, and, fight-
Ing his way back, safely gained the
point of land. Meantime 1 had run
wp the river toward a boat that 1 had

observed near the bank. Jowplog m

soon reached the spot where lay the
anconsclous form of Agatha Second.
All thls thme | was dimly aware of the
fnet that Agasiha Third had never
stopped sercuniing and was now rune
ning up and down on the opposite
bank sobbilig amd wringing her hands.
Wkhen 1 renched Wilfred he was anx-
tlonsly bending over the girl, but up
parently without the shzhtest dea
whit to do

I Immediately fell to chafing her
hands and resorting 1o the other well
known expedients for reviving the

drownsd, and to enable her o hreathe.

mure freely 1 removed the tightirdng
dvkoy of her sallor sult. It wis not
leng belore she began to regnin con-
slousness, upd it was at this mo

meat that | made a most amazing dis
overy, for aronnd the neck of the
girl | saw a little silver chain, and
vn It was strung & heavy gold ring set
with a large croas of oldfashioned em-
eralds,

| called to Vinecent, and as 1 polnted
at the magnificent aad telitale plece
of Jewulry we both guzed at It
spoechiess with surprise at discover-
Ing in such o manner the seeret of the
Honorable Agatha's ldentity Dafore
she had quite regained ber consclons:
ness | readjnsted her dickey, and
when she was able to  stand we
writpped her In our comts und carried
her (o the boat. There wasn't room
Ip It for more than two, so T made
Vincent get In with her and row back
to the oastle. 8o they left us, and
Agatha Third and I, too thoroughly up-
#et by the acecldent to wish.to carry
through our plenle, followed them
back, walking one on each slde of the

stance of ‘Agatha Third's seemingly in-
voluntary rislng when Viesent teasted
the Honorable Agatha, sdmitted of
many explanations. At any ‘rate,
whatever ‘her reason for her action,
the presence of the Wyckhoff ring on
the reck of Agatha Second had proved
to wae the falsity of that other clew
nnd the ldentity of our fair but mys-
terious hosteuss,

The next morning when she came
down to breakfast I Inquired with
gkreat concern as to the effects of the
Aceldent of the day previous. She
replied most kindly that she felt very
nearly ax well as ever and thanked
me enrnestly for my share ia her res-
cue.  In fact, her gratitude was so
profuse as to make me uncomfortable,
and 1 protested volubly that what 1
had done was nothing, Nevertheless,
from that Jay on Agatha S8econd clung
to me In a manner that was almost
touehing.  Vincent, to my surpiee, In-
dlend of taking advantage of his part
ng horo, seemetl rather anxions to
avold the girl, whereas, before our
mufunsl discovery, he had seemed to ba
quite taken with her, Although his
conduot wag n puzzle to me, yot I could
only réfoles that 1t was so, for it left
the ficld absolutely free to me, and 1
folt ar each day passed that now, in-
deed, | wae hotter on the trall of that
twenty millions than 1 had vet hean.

To be continuexd next week.
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ARRROW ROCIK
Wil I zes, . W, Nixon, B |
Thomjson and Frank 1 rickw
went to Boonv e Mon'ay to
nbhout getting Csor Fororout
i) The caldze hel lixel hi

ol ot SH00 anmd the faur above
el gentiomen and 18 M, Wo s
rulf slxzned 1t and the young ng
wid release ) ancd eoame home with

them, Osear should probt by thi
lesson  and In appreelation G
what his feiends have done o

himi do his ve y bist in the Tuture,
D, Gore of Maorshuali while
here Mowday was eled in to e
Mis, J. F, Sjence, We understan.
he could o for but ittleon cu =&
ment for the bettering of her con
dition. Mrs, Spence Is conflined t
her bed this week amld s consider

able weaker than she was as
wenk Charey Law.es hay
ing deeided to miove th Kansa

Uity sold his personm
housohold xoods ete,, at A |'II|! e
auction here last Satucday, 1L
wilfe aml childien wil vi it wi..

praperty

he parents near Miaml dura
the holidays, Chariey w.oll g0 o
to Kan=as Clty whers we unde
stand he has the promise of a8
position s totarman Ol COl-
thuctor on a street car, Julig

Lizgett, who for the a.t yenr o

more has been  runmmng a4 saw
mill below town moved bhs ol
Tuesday to the western part
the county. He passed through
town with his outlit and it look
od ke a young hre ght 1rain

States<man

A Healthy Family

“Our whole lamily has enloyed
pood health since we began us.ng
Dr. King's New Life Pilis, three
years ago,” says L. A, Dartlett,
of Rural Route 1, Gul.ford, Maine
They cleanse and tone the system
in & gentle way that does you

god, 25c at all drugglsts,
SWEET SPRINGS
Frank Cook who has besn h
New Mexivo for the past :revera
months on a claim preparator

to proving up on it, came in thi

week and will ba heca  ssvera
weirks —G, A, Arndt anl wile
returned home Sunday from O

chard, Neb, where they had been

for two  weeks visting thei
daughter, Mrs. John  Scanfeld
They made the trip to w.tnes

the marriaze of thelr daughter,
Miss Sophla Armdt, to Mr, Wm
Rice, of Orchard.- M 58 Nora
Diggs of Arrow Rock: arvived Sat
urday and spent o few days with
her' brother Rey C. Diggs re
turning to her home Momlay al-
ternoon, ———Col. W, II. Alexan-
der of Houstonin passed through
this city Saturday and erimd th
e of Henry Mueller two miles
northwest of town’! The sac
was 0 zood one, a big crowd in
attendance and things soll we |
—Herald.

Where Bullets Flew

David Parker, of Fayette, N. ¥,
a veteran of tha civil war, who
lowt & foot at Gettysburg, says:
“The good Eleotric Bitters have
done I8 worth more than five hun
tire«1 dollars to me, 1 spent much
mon oy doctoring for a bad gase of
stom ueh trouble, to little purpose.

they oured me, 1 now take them
stromy 2axd well.”

1 their tried Electric Bitters, and
ay w tonle, and they keep wme

new his subsceription to the Re-
cord, e informed. us that. he
had killed an eagie at his farm,
two and onehall miles southeast
of Blackburn, trying to carry off
a full gzrown duck, e called 1t
a groy eagle, but from his  des-
cription we are satisfled that it
was a ball eagle, Ie in talk'ng
of having It mounted —Recopd.

G0 D0 Price and Am‘e Lo erp re.
turned SBunday afternoon Trom Nt
Louis, They hail gon down with
four loads of eatt.e awned by My
Price.——John  Log«don moved
his family from Marshail ta the
farm south of town Monday, We
extend them a hearty wolcom s
to thelr old  home alter miany
years' absence ——H. S o k n«
s so far recovered from h's re-
cent paralytic stroke ns tlu In
Iriven us town Waedne day afte -
woon, We are ziand that he ‘s bt
ter and ho e he wiil cont.nue to

i rove Mre«, L. D Curt ;s
and daughter Miss Nel e have ro-
urnd from a tris to Mont N,

Mexico—Recopd,

A Hearty Appetite

s what most bables have, but is
of no benefit to them if they have
worins, Be sure your baby I8 not
troubled with them. Sure sym-
toms—-always hungry, rings un-

der the eyes, not galn‘ng In
weight and yellow eowmplexion
\ few doses of White's Cream

Vermifuge will expel all worms.
It is a positive cure and rellable,
P'rice 20¢ per bottie. Sold by P,
H. Franklin
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mests of Mos AL L. Ch tuy.-

'he Kansas Clty stacof joxst Sat
wday announces that -ut  was
wed In the Jdackson county cir-
.t by Mis Kkather. ne
sUidlhaum azaanst Stidham
of divoree. Mre. and Mree  Syad-
mm lovmerly Evad at this place,
Mr. Stidham be nz tha  station
Aeat fo the Alvm for geveral
years, He went to  Calilornia
cbout a year afao nnd his  wile
and Htte dauzhier eft -oon of
terward and ot
sothey
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GLLLIAM

Dr. Osborne reports that Mres
Davidson underwent o suocessfnl
peration in hapsas City for ap-
rendieitis last Satunday and
rapidly  Improvines K
Helnzler returned Vuesday
his trip to Oklahoma, He
over seven countlos ol I Kes
overything he saw. lHe A=
bert Zahl has a goad farm and s
well sotisfhis] the:s HIRE

In
M
from
Wiks
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At n AP
lay alternoom
ancer, aml pou tey
\ Yoley v
lon Wis Tarm 1 by the eupst
of T. E. Quseabrrry e
e, ek and, Mi Frank
il Rev. Won Hwildar, vl
pats, A, W HU IR
M= Kl Phavie « e =lstont
retary s OO Levmbirock, tteas
u er. Ex cutive committe . T, E
husenbwrry AW Coen er, Mres,
Petry F. ¢ Leltes The
imsocintion ox octs to have a
how In Januacy n soins town
w osalne Coanty anl w truit
iilliam wil take the matter un
and offer Inducerments
will be necessary o get the
hibiton. Much
Valsl by these associat ous, and
L 5 the how of the
that every faneer, breader and
outey ralser in this county  be-
a member.—Gilllam  Globe,
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4 Weould Mortgage the Farm

A farmer on Rural Route 2, Em
pire, Ga,, W. A Floyd by mname,
says: “Bucklen's Arniea Balve
cured the two worst sores I ever
saw ; ono on my hand and one on
my leg, 1t Is worth more than
its worth In goid, 1 would not
be without it Il T had to mort~
gage the farm to get It” Ouly
200 at all deugmists.

e p——— ——
HOUSTONIA

J. B Greer, J. M. Greer, Joe
irear, L. 8. Tevls, John Mont-
zomery, 'hil Montgomery and A,
. Rice of east of Houstonla lelt
Monday nizht for a trip to San
Antonio, where aome aof  them
wil robab y purchase land, «—-—
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